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HOSPITALS, MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, SALARY INCREASE 

1126. Mr BOARD to the Minister for Health:   
I refer the minister to his media statement dated 28 March regarding the enterprise bargaining agreement for 
Western Australia’s public hospital medical practitioners.  He said that features of the agreement include three 
per cent annual salary increases consistent with government wages policy. 

(1) How does the minister reconcile this statement with the admission by the Department of Health 
financial controller, Mr Andrew Chuk, during the estimates committee hearings that the increase was 
between six per cent and 25 per cent at a cost of an additional $80 million a year? 

(2) Why did the minister mislead the Western Australian community via that press release? 

Mr KUCERA replied: 
(1)-(2) The community of Western Australia was not misled.  The pay increase was as stated.  As was clearly 

pointed out at the estimates committee, the extra money was required due to the taxation mess left by 
the coalition Government.  It is not appropriate that doctors in this State be paid through tax schemes to 
bring them up to the levels of their colleagues in other States.  The way to keep doctors in this State and 
to run the health system the way it should be run is to pay doctors properly, not prop up their salaries 
with taxation schemes that are not sustainable.  We have no problems talking about that.  That is clearly 
stated in the estimates committee transcript.  The press release was clear.  The member is well aware, as 
is his previous Minister for Health, who he helped roll when he was trying to resolve the problem.  We 
fixed the problem and his Government did not. 

 


